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SUBJECT: PHIL-SOVIET RELATIONS 

TASS CORRESPONDENT PELIX KONOPIKHIN TOLD EMBOPFS JANUARY 
13 HE HAD HEARD PROM DPA SOURCE THAT WHILE IN NY 
SECRETARY ROMULO WAS DISCUSSING NORMALIZATION WITH SOVIET 
UN AMBASSADOR MALIK. KONOPIKHIN WAS AWARE OP DIE WELT 
INTERVIEW IN WHICH MARCOS HAD SAID NORMALIZATION MIGHT 
PRECEDE HIS VISIT TO SOVIET UNION THIS SUMMER BUT DID 
NOT APPEAR TO PUT TOO MUCH STOCK IN PRESIDENT'S REMARKS. 

TASS REP NOTED SOMEWHAT BITTERLY GOP STILL MUST MAKE 
GOOD ON ITS TRADE AGREEMENT COMMITMENT. 
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